
Court records from 1911-1939 were lost due to fire, so the exact dates that Joe Mizell served as Chief of 
Police are unknown. The information published here has been gleaned from Census records, Bartow City 
Directory Records, the Polk County Democrat, and 
family accounts. 
 

Born in Socrum Fl, John Joseph “Joe” Mizell joined 
the Bartow Police Department in 1922, having served 
as Town Marshal in Fort Meade since 1914. 
 

The 1930 Census lists Mizell as Chief of Police, as do 
city directories for several years. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bartow Police Department 1922-1946  
Chief of Police for 10 years (1922-1928, 1930, 1940, 1946)  

Pictures provided by Joe Mizell, Jr. 

Mizell’s Obituary as it     

appeared in the                    

Tampa Tribune Oct. 1965 

On the left Roy Amidon  

(Lawyer, Judge)  and  

Joe Mizell on right. (1931) 

Joe Mizell on the left around 1920. 

Chief Mizell on the right with Polk 

County Sheriff Alf Wilder 

Est. 1929 


