
 

Weldon Stephens, Chief of Police 1939-1946 
Born in 1888 in Princeton Kentucky, Chief Stephens came to 

Bartow sometime between 1920 and 1926. Chief Stephens began 

his career at Bartow Police Department in 1928. He previously 

had worked as a  deputy for Polk County Sheriff ’s Office. 
 

Stephens was appointed to the position of Chief of Police after 

Chief Amlong was dismissed in January 1939.  
 

Stephens served as the Chief of 

Bartow Police Department until Feb-

ruary 1946.  
 

He later worked as a guard for Florida 

National Bank in Bartow. He had two 

sons and made Bartow his home. Chief 

Stephens son, Joseph Stephens, was a 

very popular Football Coach/teacher at 

Summerlin Academy, then at Bartow 

High School from the 1950’s-1970’s. 
 
 

Chief Stephens passed away at the age 

of 84 in 1972 at his home in Bartow. 


