
 
 

Don Carter, Interim Chief of Police 1969 -1970 
 

Captain Don Carter, Records Captain, was chosen by City Manger 

Richard Barton to take over the responsibilities of Chief of Police 

after the sudden resignation of Chief Lewis Cromartie in 1969. 
 

Carter began his career at Bartow Police Department in 1959 as a 

dispatcher and clerk duties, He was 49 years old when he was se-

lected to be the Interim Chief of Police.  
 

During Carter’s interim period, James Erwin, former Chief at 

Boynton Beach and Titusville, had been selected for the position of 

Bartow Chief of Police, however, Erwin he changed his mind and 

accepted another position out of state.   
 

 

In light of those some recent events 

at the Department, and at the re-

quest of city businessmen, City Man-

ager Richard Barton ordered former 

Miami Police Lieutenant Jay Golden 

to perform a study project to re-evaluate the Police Department and 

then issue a critique.  
 

In May 1970, Captain Carter was able to return to his duties as      

Captain after City Manger Barton selected C.T. Clark as the new Chief 

of Police. 
 

In 1979, Carter was awarded Spirt of Bartow Award. 
 

Carter passed away on July 21, 1983 at the age of 62. 

  Mar. 9, 1977 

  Tampa Tribune 


