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PRESS RELEASE
For immediate release 
Contact:  Laurie Hayes, Director of Communications
lhayes@cityofbartow.net
Office:  863.733.4642
Cell:  863.378.7929

City of Bartow Announces Police Chief Finalists
Public Meet & Greet Planned for Oct. 8

(Bartow, FL – September 30, 2024) – The City of Bartow has narrowed its search for a new Chief of Police from nearly 50 applicants to four highly qualified candidates. Those individuals will participate in an onsite interview process on October 7-9, which will include one-one-one meetings with the City Commissioners and three panel interviews with representatives from the community, external partners, members of the Bartow Police Department and City leadership. The finalists also will have an opportunity to interact with the public at a Community Meet & Greet from 6 -7pm Tuesday, October 8 at Mulligans Bar & Grill, 190 S. Herbert Dixon Blvd. 

The City was assisted by SGR, an executive recruitment firm based in Texas, in conducting the search, which produced a strong field of candidates comprised of 49 law enforcement professionals from 17 states.

“I am proud to say that the Bartow Police Department is made up of men and women who exude professionalism, strive for greatness and pursue justice for all,” said City Manager Mike Herr.  

“We believe in this team and are proud of them. As we turn the page, we are excited to introduce a new Chief of Police and trust that it will be the best chapter in the history of the Bartow Police Department ever written.”

The finalists:
[bookmark: _Hlk177714274]Greg Goreck has served in Florida law enforcement for more than 30 years, most recently as Chief of Police for Haines City, FL. Prior to this, he held various positions at the Polk County Sheriff’s Department, including Captain of Support Operations, Captain of the Southeast District, and Lieutenant of Traffic Section. Goreck holds a master’s degree in business administration, a master’s in management, and a bachelor’s degree in organizational management. He also is a graduate of the Police Executive Research Forum (PERF) Senior Management Institute for Police, which focuses on effective management practices and solutions for law enforcement executives, as well as from the Northwestern University School of Police Staff & Command and earned the designation of Certified Public Manager (CPM).

Javaro Sims has served in numerous capacities with the City of Delray Beach Police Department where he has worked since 1992, including as Police Chief from 2019 to 2022. Prior to that he served as Assistant Chief – Special Services Bureau and Captain of the Community Patrol Division, among other roles. Sims holds a master’s degree in criminal justice administration, a bachelor’s degree in physical education and parks and recreation and is a graduate of both the Police Executive Research Forum (PERF) Senior Management Institute for Police and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) National Academy. 

[bookmark: _Hlk99465228][bookmark: _Hlk178307421]Steve Walker is currently serves as Deputy Chief of Police for the Bartow Police Department, as well as Captain of the Law Enforcement Division. Prior to joining the Bartow Police Department in 2022, Walker spent most of his career with the Lakeland Police Department, where starting in 1990, he served in roles that included Captain and Commanding Officer of multiple divisions, including Special Operations, Uniform Patrol, and Support Services. Walker has a master’s degree in criminal justice, and a bachelor’s degree in criminology. He is a graduate of the Police Executive Research Forum (PERF) Senior Management Institute for Police, the University of Louisville Southern Police Institute Administrative Officers Course and has earned the designation of Certified Public Manager (CPM).

Theresa Odum has served in various jurisdictions in Illinois for 33 years. Currently the Chief of Police for the Forest Preserve of Cook County (Illinois) Police Department, she has also served there as the Chief of Executive Protection. Prior to this, Odum was an Investigator for the Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office, Executive Protection Unit. Odum spent more than 25 years with the Chicago Police Department in many positions, including Sergeant. She holds a master’s degree in police psychology and a bachelor’s degree in law enforcement management, and has completed specialized training in Dignitary Protection, the Police Executive Role in the 21st Century, and Countermeasure Core Concepts.  
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