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PRESS RELEASE
For immediate release 
Contact:  Laurie Hayes, Director of Communications
lhayes@cityofbartow.net
Office:  863.733.4642
Cell:  863.378.7929

Carjacking  Ends in Arrest by Bartow Police Department

(September 3, 2024 – Bartow, FL) Earlier today, at approximately 3:15 pm, the Bartow Police Department received an emergency call for service in reference to a black pickup truck that had been stolen by way of carjacking by threat. The vehicle was taken from the area of Conant Street and Highway 17 S in Bartow. 
 
Within five minutes, the vehicle was spotted by officers traveling at a high rate of speed through the City of Bartow.  Officers attempted a traffic stop utilizing marked patrol vehicle equipped with lights and sirens.  The suspect, later identified as Michael D. Jackson (DOB 12/31/1990), failed to stop and fled from officers.  Officers pursued the vehicle on various streets throughout Bartow until Jackson began traveling north on Hwy 98. The Polk County Sheriff’s Office and Florida Highway Patrol joined the pursuit at this time.  
 
While fleeing, Jackson continued to travel at a high rate of speed, however, he did not strike any objects or other vehicles.  The pursuit ended at the dead end just south of the Polk Parkway where Jackson utilized the stolen vehicle and rammed three Bartow Police vehicles before being taken into custody.
 
Jackson is charged with Carjacking (1 count); Fleeing to Elude Officers (1 count); Aggravated Battery upon a Law Enforcement Officer (3 count); Resisting an Officer without Violence, and Driving with No Valid Driver’s License.   Jackson currently is being interviewed by detectives and will be transported to the Polk County Sheriff’s Office Jail Book-in Facility for processing. 
 
There are no reports of damages other than the Bartow Police Department vehicles and the stolen pickup truck.  
 
This investigation is ongoing and subject to change if more information is available. 
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